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largely of Jaina origin in contradistinction to the dominant Buddhist influence in the
eastern part of India. The Akota bronzes, however, give a new freshness and spiri-
tuality to Jaina sculptures which are normally stiff and formal
Bronzes from Kashmir, Punjab and the Hill State of Chamba show that
these regions also had well developed, distinctive schools of metal sculpture. There is
nothing surprising In this phenomenon for these states had an earlier tradition of stone
sculpture. In Kashmir, the famed king Muktapida Lalltaditya was responsible for
building the town of Parihasapura and the famous Martanda temple in the eighth
century. The majority of the Kashmir bronzes however are later and in most of them
the mediaeval traditions are uppermost though they show vestiges of the Gandhara
school and the influence of the Gupta and Pala traditions, which did not Influence them
directly but made Its Impact through Nepal.
Compared to the Kashmir bronzes the Chamba school of metal work which
came into existence In about the eighth century, has a more profound indigenous
element though Its simple and slender figures with their hilly facial features show a
blend of various traits of Kashmir, Gandhara and Pratihara bronzes. The technical
competence of the artists of the Chamba school is testified by the large sizes and stately
appearance of the bronzes in the temples at Chhatrarhi and Brahmaur, A noteworthy
example Is the Image of a beautiful standing Devi with a lotus, lance and manuscript
In her hands while another is a version of the Mahlshasuramardlnl, locally known
as Lakshanadevi.
In the north Indian plains, after Harshavardhana It were the Gurjara Pratihara
kings who gained prominence In the eighth, ninth and the tenth centuries and they in
their turn were followed by the Gahadavalas in the eleventh century. The stone
sculptures from Bundelkhanda, Kanauja, Osla, Abanerl, Kotah and BIkaner etc. bear
testimony to the hectic activity In the field of plastic art during this age. Several
bronzes have come to light which reflect the same idiom and artistic tendencies which
are evident in the stone sculptures of this reign and period. Some Gurjara Pratihara
metal images are now in the collection of the National Museum while a charming
Surya image is now In the collection of the Los Angeles County Museum.
The Eastern Gangas had a long and continuous reign in the territory around
Orissa, the ancient Kallnga, from the eighth to the thirteenth century. The best known
kings of this dynasty were Anantavaraiachodaganga (llth century) and Narasimha
(13th century) who built the temples at Purl and Konark but the creative activity of
this dynasty had started even In the eighth or ninth centuries when they ruled from
Dantapura and brought Into existence the beautiful shrines In and around Mukhalmgam.
There is a paucity of bronzes created under the patronage of Eastern Gangas but some
are available and they reveal the interaction of various cultural influences.